Germans beyond Germany
very time Adam Mliller was lecturing on the stall-
feeding of nations according to the principles oi
natural philosophy; at that very time Herr Gorres was
preaching the obscurantism of the Middle Ages from the
point of'view of physical science, and was declaring the
state to be only a tree which ought also to have in its
organic distribution a stem, branches, and leaves, all as
may be beautifully seen in the hierarchic corporations of
the Middle Ages; at that very time Herr Steffens was
proclaiming the law of philosophy in virtue of which the
peasantry is distinguished from the nobility, the peasant
being by nature destined to labour without enjoying,
whereas the noble is entitled to enjoy without labouring;
yea, only a few months since, as I am told, a dolt, of a
country squire in Westphalia, an arrant blockhead,
bearing, I believe, the cognomen Haxthausen, published
a pamphlet wherein he solicited the Government of the
King of Prussia to have regard to the consistent parallel
demonstrated by philosophy as existing in the
organisation of the world, and to mark more strictly
political distinctions; for as in nature there are four
elements; fire, air, earth, and water, so in society there
are four analogous elements, the nobility, the clergy, the
burgesses, and the peasants.
.When such melancholy follies were seen to spring
from the tree of philosophy and to expand into poisonous
flowers, when in particular it was observed that young
Germany, absorbed in metaphysical abstractions, was
oblivious to" the most urgent questions of the time and